
	

© Copyright 2013 C.Croney, PhD. • No part of this document may be reproduced, disseminated or used in any manner without  express written permission of the author.      1

STANDARD GUIDANCE

VOLUNTARY STANDARDS  
FOR THE CARE AND WELL-BEING OF 

BREEDING DOGS

December 22, 2016  
(Updated 10/4/2019)

Funded by the World Pet Association, Pet Food Institute and Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council.  
Additional support provided by Coastal Pet Products.

Copyright © 2013 by C. Croney, Ph.D. 

No part of this document may be reproduced, disseminated or used in  
any manner without the express written permission of the author.



Table of Contents
Introduction to Voluntary Standards for the Care and Well-being .......................................................................2
Scientific Writing Committee...............................................................................................................................................4
Advisory Committee...............................................................................................................................................................4
Reviewers....................................................................................................................................................................................4
Acknowledgement..................................................................................................................................................................4
STANDARDS FOR THE CARE AND WELL-BEING OF BREEDING DOGS....................................................................8
GENERAL PRINCIPLES.............................................................................................................................................................8

CHAPTER 1.  FOOD AND WATER..........................................................................................................................................8
1.1      Water Access..................................................................................................................................................................8
1.2      Food Access....................................................................................................................................................................8
1.3      Food Preparation and Water Containers..............................................................................................................9
1.4      Feed Storage..................................................................................................................................................................9

CHAPTER 2.  HOUSING......................................................................................................................................................... 10
2.1      Shelter from the Elements..................................................................................................................................... 10
2.2      Housing......................................................................................................................................................................... 10
2.2a    Outdoor enclosures................................................................................................................................................. 10
2.3      Adequate Space......................................................................................................................................................... 11
2.4      Temperature, Humidity and Ventilation............................................................................................................ 11
2.5      Lighting......................................................................................................................................................................... 12
2.6      Noise Levels................................................................................................................................................................. 12
2.7      Flooring......................................................................................................................................................................... 13
2.8      Stacked Housing........................................................................................................................................................ 13
2.9      Cleaning of Enclosures............................................................................................................................................ 14
2.10    Pests, Rodents and Vermin.................................................................................................................................... 14
2.11    Social Housing........................................................................................................................................................... 14
2.12    Temporary Holding Area........................................................................................................................................ 15
2.13    Quarantine Area........................................................................................................................................................ 15
2.14    Outdoor Access......................................................................................................................................................... 15
2.15    Outdoor Enclosures................................................................................................................................................. 16
2.16    Exercise and Exercise Areas................................................................................................................................... 16

CHAPTER 3. HEALTH CARE................................................................................................................................................. 17
3.1      Valid Veterinary Client Patient Relationship (VCPR)...................................................................................... 17
3.2      Veterinary Care........................................................................................................................................................... 17
3.3      Preventative Health Care........................................................................................................................................ 18
3.4      Surgery ......................................................................................................................................................................... 18
3.5      Canine Brucellosis Testing – new breeding dogs.......................................................................................... 19
3.6      Canine Brucellosis Testing – other dogs........................................................................................................... 19
3.7      Regular Infectious Disease Testing..................................................................................................................... 19
3.8      Daily Visual Inspection............................................................................................................................................ 19

© Copyright 2013 C.Croney, PhD. • No part of this document may be reproduced, disseminated or used in any manner without  express written permission of the author.      5



CHAPTER 4.  GENETIC SELECTION & BREEDING PRACTICES.................................................................................. 20
4.1      Genetic Selection...................................................................................................................................................... 20
4.2      ACT/SFT Recommendations................................................................................................................................. 20
4.3      Breeding ages (Bitches)........................................................................................................................................... 21
4.4      Breeding Frequency................................................................................................................................................. 21
4.5      Retirement of Breeding Bitches........................................................................................................................... 22
4.6      Inbreeding................................................................................................................................................................... 22
4.7      Reproductive Health Care...................................................................................................................................... 22
4.8      Management of Bitches in Season..................................................................................................................... 23
4.9      Caesarean Sections................................................................................................................................................... 23
4.10    Breeding Disqualification (Bitches).................................................................................................................... 23
4.11    Studs.............................................................................................................................................................................. 24
4.12    Whelping pen............................................................................................................................................................. 25
4.13    Pregnant Bitch Transport....................................................................................................................................... 25
4.14    Maternal Stress.......................................................................................................................................................... 26
4.15    Peri-Partum Monitoring......................................................................................................................................... 26
4.16    Separation of Bitches and Puppies..................................................................................................................... 26

CHAPTER 5.  PUPPIES........................................................................................................................................................... 27
5.1      Puppy Monitoring and Handling........................................................................................................................ 27
5.2      Puppy Records........................................................................................................................................................... 27
5.3      Weaning........................................................................................................................................................................ 27
5.4      Puppy Feeding........................................................................................................................................................... 27
5.5      Removal from Litter.................................................................................................................................................. 28
5.6      Separation of the Litter........................................................................................................................................... 28
5.7      Puppy Identification................................................................................................................................................. 28
5.8      Puppy Soundness Exam......................................................................................................................................... 28

CHAPTER 6.  JUVENILE DOGS RETAINED OR PURCHASED FOR BREEDING....................................................... 29
6.1      Care of Juvenile Dogs.............................................................................................................................................. 29

CHAPTER 7.  BEHAVIORAL WELLNESS............................................................................................................................ 29
7.1      Behavior Problem Prevention............................................................................................................................... 29
7.2      General  Socialization.............................................................................................................................................. 29
7.3      Puppy Socialization.................................................................................................................................................. 30
7.4      Location of Socialization........................................................................................................................................ 30
7.5      Socialization of Puppies to Humans................................................................................................................... 30
7.6      Environmental Enrichment.................................................................................................................................... 30
7.7      Animal Handling and Caretaker Interactions with Dogs and Puppies.................................................. 31
7.8      Problem Behavior Intervention............................................................................................................................ 31
7.9      Problem Behavior Consultations......................................................................................................................... 31

© Copyright 2013 C.Croney, PhD. • No part of this document may be reproduced, disseminated or used in any manner without  express written permission of the author.



CHAPTER 8.  EUTHANASIA................................................................................................................................................. 32
8.1      Euthanasia................................................................................................................................................................... 32
8.2      Convenience Euthanasia........................................................................................................................................ 32
8.3      Criteria for Euthanasia............................................................................................................................................. 32

CHAPTER 9.  STAFFING......................................................................................................................................................... 33
9.1      Staffing.......................................................................................................................................................................... 33
9.2      Staff Education........................................................................................................................................................... 33
9.3      Staff Training Documentation.............................................................................................................................. 33

CHAPTER 10.  EMERGENCY PLAN.................................................................................................................................... 34
10.1     Emergency Plan........................................................................................................................................................ 34

CHAPTER 11.  RECORD KEEPING...................................................................................................................................... 35
11.1     Health and Breeding Records.............................................................................................................................. 35

CHAPTER 12.  BREEDING FACILITY SITE VISITS............................................................................................................ 36
12.1     Kennel Visits............................................................................................................................................................... 36

CHAPTER 13.  PLACEMENT/SALE..................................................................................................................................... 37
13.1     Minimum Age of Sale............................................................................................................................................. 37
13.2     Full Disclosure........................................................................................................................................................... 37
13.3     Medical Records....................................................................................................................................................... 37
13.4     Microchips.................................................................................................................................................................. 37

CHAPTER 14.  REHOMING PROGRAM............................................................................................................................. 38
14.1     Retired Breeders....................................................................................................................................................... 38
14.2     Neutering of Retired Breeders............................................................................................................................ 38
14.3     Appropriate Placement Options........................................................................................................................ 39
14.4     Auctions and Research.......................................................................................................................................... 39

CHAPTER 15.  INDEPENDENT (THIRD-PARTY) AUDITS............................................................................................. 39
15.1     Compliance and Auditing..................................................................................................................................... 39

REFERENCES............................................................................................................................................................................ 40

© Copyright 2013 C.Croney, PhD. • No part of this document may be reproduced, disseminated or used in any manner without  express written permission of the author.      7



Copyright © 2013 by C. Croney, Ph.D. 

No part of this document may be reproduced, disseminated or used in  
any manner without the express written permission of the author.

Canine Care Certified
725 Harrison Street

West Lafayette, IN  47906
765-496-0277

FAX:  765-494-9830
Email:  caninecarecert@purdue.edu


