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Sample Submission Protocol: Cheek Swab 

*** You must provide your own swabs. See “Swabs” for more information. *** 
*** Cheek Swabs are not included in the purchase price. *** 

Preparation – Prior to Collection 
• Please note: Cheek swabs should NOT be submitted from un-weaned puppies 
• The dog to be sampled should not eat for at least one hour prior to having the sample collected. 

o This is to reduce the chance of food particle contamination. 
• Just prior to sampling, check the dog’s mouth to see that no food or other material is obviously present.  

o If there is, clean/rinse the dog’s mouth to remove it.  
• Wash your hands before swabbing each dog.  
• Prepare a clean surface on which to place the opened swab package while you are swabbing the dog.  
• Label a clean letter-sized envelope with the dog’s call name and the owner’s last name to contain the swabs.  

Collection Instructions 
• Use 2 swabs per dog.  (See Swabs on page 2 for information on purchasing swabs.) 
• Hold the swab by the handle end. Do not touch the collection tip of the swab. 
• While holding the handle end of the swab, insert the tip along the inside of the cheek. Rotate the collection tip 

along the inside of the cheek for 10 seconds. Push the outside of the dog’s cheek while rotating the swab and 
firmly press the swab between the gum and cheek to enhance cell collection.  

• Wave the swab while it air dries for 10-15 seconds. DO NOT blow on the swab.  
• Insert the swab into the envelope and repeat with the additional swab.  

o If the swabs came in a plastic tube, do not place the swabs in the tube – place them directly into the 
paper envelope.  

• Seal the swabs in the labeled envelope and place it within a larger mailing envelope.   
Forms 

• Please download and complete the Canine Genetics Individual Dog Submission Form. 
• Complete a submission form for each dog and include it with the sample shipment. 

o For multiple puppies from the same litter, the Litter Submission Form may be used. 
Fees & Payment 

• All fees are listed on the corresponding test website and payment at the time of submission is required. 
• If you are requesting multiple tests to be run on the same dog, select the discounted “Combo Test” option. 
• Submit payment by visiting https://purdue.vet/addl-touchnet, and print a copy of the receipt. 
• Samples must be shipped with a copy of your receipt. 

Shipping 
A major concern in using cheek swabs is the possibility of microbial growth on the swab after the sample has been 
collected. This is particularly a problem during hot and humid times of the year. To reduce the chance for 
contamination, do not store the swabs (used or unused) in sealed plastic bags. Do not freeze them or store them 
in the refrigerator where condensation can more easily occur. Be prepared to ship the cheek swab samples as 
soon as possible after they are collected. 

https://vet.purdue.edu/addl/files/documents/Canine%20Genetics%20Submission%20Form%20-%20Individual.pdf
https://vet.purdue.edu/addl/files/documents/Canine%20Genetics%20Submission%20Form%20-%20Litter.pdf
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpurdue.vet%2Faddl-touchnet&data=05%7C01%7Cclbowen%40purdue.edu%7C4b4799929ba94502f6ef08db8d16aa53%7C4130bd397c53419cb1e58758d6d63f21%7C0%7C0%7C638258900717182524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ySOYevuMLry0F1DXuMRxD1bJGO%2FVxPR8EtH%2BVzjuVSs%3D&reserved=0
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• Ship to arrive within 2-7 days of collection (US Postal Service, UPS, FedEx; For Canada, Purolator is recommended). 
o Samples do not need to be sent overnight. 

• Write "Exempt Animal Specimen" on the outside of the shipping container. 
o For shipments originating outside the US, include the USDA Importation Documents available on our 

website and at this link: https://purdue.vet/addl-usdaimport  
*Required for shipments originating outside of the US 

• By following the instructions, you will have placed each set of the air-dried swabs in labeled, clean paper 
envelopes. Place these labeled envelopes, submission forms, and payment receipt into a sturdy mailing envelope 
or box. 

• Send package with samples and ALL FORMS (in a separate leakproof plastic bag) to: 
ADDL – Canine Genetic Tests 
406 S. University Street  
West Lafayette, IN 47907 

Swabs 
• You may purchase appropriate cheek swabs (also called Sterile Applicators) at certain pharmacies, especially 

specialty pharmacies and medical supply stores that carry home health care products. Sterile swabs are a must, 
and non-sterile swabs (Q-tip) should NOT be used. You may also order them online from a variety of vendors 
such as:  

o Amazon 
o CVS 
o EZswabs 
o Walmart 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions: Contact the diagnostic lab by e-mail at addl@purdue.edu.  

https://purdue.vet/addl-usdaimport
https://www.amazon.com/Cotton-Tip-Applicator-Sterile-100/dp/B000BI3M60/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=sterile%2Bapplicators&qid=1566855648&s=gateway&sr=8-4&th=1
https://www.cvs.com/shop/puritan-medical-products-cotton-tipped-applicators-sterile-200ct-prodid-549794
https://www.ezswabs.com/
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Dynarex-Cotton-Tipped-Wood-Applicators-Sterile-6-1s-100-Pack/186940924?selected=true
mailto:addl@purdue.edu

